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Preserving natural and historic heritage by developing public space
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LOCATION
Xochimilco is recognized as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, Santa María
Nativitas Zacapa, a former traditional town of Xochimilco, is now part
of the larger metropolitan area of Mexico City. This settlement is
associated with one of the two remaining lakes in the basin of Mexico,
a system which originally comprised five distinct lakes surrounding the
Aztec capital of Tenochtitlan (1325 to 1521).
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Placing a market as a connection between water and land generating public space and reactivating economy on site.

Lakes system in 1521 by
Thomas Filsinger

Footprint from the lake with the
actual water channel system and
UNESCO world Heritage site.

DESIGN STRATEGIES
Densifying urbanized land:
Densification would allow to relocate irregular tenants from
agricultural land to urban areas. This would make it possible to
reclaim land to sow an edible forest and build workshops to
teach new generations how to grow produce using traditional
cultivation techniques.

SELECTING A STUDY AREA
Santa María Nativitas Zacapa
The town’s natural environment and cultural heritage are both at risk
due to pollution, informal settlements and urban expansion. This is one
of the last areas where remnants of the lake with a direct connection
to the city are to be found. Xochimilco is also one the city precincts
with the lowest social welfare index, so an integral intervention is
urgently needed to rescue its natural and cultural resources and
increase social and economic wellbeing.
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Using topography to unify the pattern of streets and canals:
Linking cityscape and waterscape. The Master Plan focuses on
recovering Xochimilco’s traditional chinampa cultivation systems
aided by state-of-the-art technology when necessary,
constituting a replicable strategy for similar conditions in the
numerous instances where the city and the lake are in contact,
a likely situation due to uncontrolled urban sprawl.

N
ts

rke

a
rm
Pie

tem

ys
cos

E

Commerce

a

mp

y&

Cit
ink

na
Chi

L

Los Manantiales by
Felix Candela in 1958
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Public space

Irregular settlements encrouching
on the natural environment.

Landscaping:
The project takes advantage of the site´s most important
elements (landscape and waterscape) to develop several linear
buildings which link the urban area to the canals. Architecture
and landscape seem to unify as the project blends naturally
with its immediate environment, descending with the land
towards the water.
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INTENTION (MASTER PLAN, BUILDING)
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The project promotes the integration of social spheres of both
residents and visitors by extending and intervening public spaces, which
had badly deteriorated over the years due to informal appropriation
and did not contribute significantly to mend and unify the social fabric,
resulting in lesser opportunities for social encounter and wellbeing.

Achieving environmental efficiency:
The Master Plan spreads over multiple terraces with minimal
land displacement, using the existing topography to collect
water from roofs and conduct it back to the canals. The
market’s roof captures solar energy and allows for production
of edible and ornamental plants. Modifying the way in which
people appropriate public spaces (transforming informal stalls
into formal businesses) regenerates the natural condition of
the site, eliminating most of the negative impact on the water
ecosystem.

Forest

Increasing the area’s market value:
The project rescues an area catalogued in UNESCO’s World
Heritage List, while improving market and pier conditions and
promoting tourism. By densifying housing, opting for public
transportation such as trams connecting to city subway lines,
and increasing public green areas, the town’s market value will
rise.This aligns with Mexico City´s support for public space
projects, which are currently insufficient and in high demand.
The proposed urban connection strategy maximizes the
opportunities for local businesses by increasing the flow of
visitors, therefore improving its connectivity and allowing for
formal and orderly economic activities.

PIER MARKET SECTION

Cultural
Center
Pier
market

The market has a relation with it’s natural enviroment by using wetlands to clean grey
waters and permitting passive ventilation with open space.
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PIER MARKET PERSPECTIVE
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The “trajinera” is the acuatic transport used in Xochimilco for public, private,
tourist and urban services.
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