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The jury acknowledges the project as an innovative approach to turn problems that many cities in the world are facing into 
opportunities that all parties benefi t from. It does not deny migration of the poor but addresses the situation in a proactive 
manner that accepts its specifi c dynamics. The semi-organized structures provide a necessary framework that safeguards 
basic human requirements but leaves that fl exibility, which is essential for economic migrants. In addition it offers a resource 
stream upon which the inhabitants depend.

Jakarta’s overpopulated kampongs fl ood regularly due to a 
congested canal system that is jammed with waste. Shacks 
clutter the riverbeds, increasing the fl ood risk even further. 
If the existing rivers and canals were dredged, the fl ood risk 
could be reduced by 40%. The World Bank and DKI Jakarta 
have been preparing river embankment rehabilitation and 
dredging programs. Even though the importance of reset-
tlement is recognized, past initiatives for social housing to 
accommodate the kampong inhabitants have failed. The 
reason for this failure can be attributed to the kampong’s 
tight knit community structures being ripped apart by the 
newly developed social housing blocks. Furthermore the 
rents of new homes often exceed the income level. Conse-
quently the apartments are sub-let and remigration to the 
kampongs occurs. 
Jakarta Bersih is a resettlement program that incorporates 
communities, encapsulating the social coherence and liveli-
hood of the kampongs within a multi layered building struc-
ture, resulting in a sustainable and manageable solution. 
Together with DKI Jakarta we are working on a pilot-project 
to show the potential of this strategy. 
A framework of fi reproof fl oors and walls is to be fi nished 
by the inhabitants. This way the community gains a sense 
of ownership and building costs remain low. Future growth 
in prosperity will enable the inhabitants to further develop 
their façades with more luxurious materials, as is common 
in existing kampongs. The building structure accommo-
dates a clever built-on system of sanitation, sewage and 
electricity, which is easily maintained and can be expanded 
over time. Basic needs are provided initially, but the system 
allows further development in the future. 
Within the building structure, room for public functions, 
such as markets, schools, mosques, health posts, and waste-
processing centers, is provided. The enhancement of the 
public functions and oversized galleries and ramps will at-
tract local informal businesses, increasing the availability of 
employment opportunities for the kampong communities, 
closely connected to the living areas of the people. 
Water is provided by rainwater-basins on the roofs, and 
electricity is provided by bio-gas via composting-processes 
of organic waste. Local scavengers, living in the kampongs, 
can earn a living in collecting and processing the waste in the 
waste processing factory, incorporated in every building. 
Open green spaces in dense cities like Jakarta are crucial to 
the maintenance of the groundwater level. Therefore more 
effi cient ground use is inevitable. Jakarta Bersih offers stacked 
kampongs coexisting with the traditional kampongs. The 
layout and form of the buildings can vary. Since every kam-
pong has unique characteristics, the vertical kampongs will 
be transformed and shaped to meet the specifi c conditions 
of each context.

Innovation and transferability – Progress
Within the structure inhabitants themselves build façades 
and interiors with recycled materials, guided by profession-
als and educated members of the community. This building 
process is limited by regulations, safeguarding public health 
and safety. The strategy provides a safe and humane housing 
solution for low-income groups in developing societies. 
This approach can help to contain illegal settlements. The 
incorporation of waste recycling centers contributes to envi-
ronmental awareness.
Ethical standards and social equity – People
High- and medium-rise housing is introduced without en-
forcing a new way of living. The kampong community is 
based on social coherence of outdoor activity, livelihood of 
an informal economy and self-maintenance. Within the 
provided structure residents occupy, defi ne and fi nish the 
houses themselves, similar to the spontaneous building 
process in existing kampongs. In generating an active role 
for the communities, through participation and co-design, 
during the building process the project makes the inhabitants 
care and identify themselves with their living environment. 
Crucial to the success of resettlement is maintaining the 
coherence of the kampong structures. Therefore the size of 
the buildings is related to the scale of the communities in 
the kampongs, so the building itself will function as a com-
munity instead of people sharing a building without further 
bond.
Environmental quality and resource effi ciency – Planet
To prevent the continuation of widespread kampong devel-
opments, more effi cient ground use is inevitable. Therefore 
Jakarta Bersih investigates the possibilities for high-rise 
kampongs coexisting with the traditional ones. Due to effi -
cient ground use, fi shing ponds, agriculture or parks can be 
reinstated in the urban tissue, generating a livelier and 
healthier environment. Community based waste manage-
ment and the use of recycled materials contribute to a mini-
mal ecological footprint.
Economic performance and compatibility – Prosperity
The enhancement of the public functions will attract local 
informal businesses and customers from surrounding areas, 
increasing employment prospects for the kampong com-
munities. Flood risks are reduced by reinstatement of open 
areas along watercourses and within the urban sprawl, 
positively affecting the safety of the entire Jakarta popula-
tion. Due to the adaptability of the façade, the growing 
prosperity of the inhabitants can be refl ected in the building.
Contextual and aesthetic impact – Profi ciency 
The multilayered kampongs will rise amidst the existing 
low-rise dwellings. The buildings are organic structures, 
fi nished with re-used materials, embedded in the context. 
The concrete slabs and ramps will be developed in various 
typologies, based on the requirements of each site. The 
buildings have the potential of becoming an intriguing icon 
for low-income communities, creating an image of diversity 
and self-sustaining communal livelihood, encouraging future 
enhancement.

Project description by author Relevance to target issues by author

Vertical kampong and waste recycling center.

Community based waste management provides income.

Facilitating community based waste processing.

Highway kampong, multiple uses of tollways.

Placement along Jakarta’s highways.

Lively public spaces.

Aerial view.

River-cleaning kampong, replacing river bed shacks. Industrial kampong, intensifi ed use of factory plots.

The vertical kampongs are self-suffi cient communities, encapsulating the traditional kampong dynamics in a high rise solution. 
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