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Resurrected Canals 
Urban water transport system, Bangkok, Thailand

The Resurrected Canals concept offers an answer to the noto-
riously congested traffic conditions in Bangkok, Thailand. The 
project proposes to revive the ancient canals of the city to create 
a modern network of waterways and supplement existing 
Metropolitan Rapid Transit (MRT) systems. A train-to-boat 
transfer station and pier will be built as a prototype, to be po-
sitioned along various intersections of canal lines and rail sta-
tions. The development of water transport will not only reduce 
commuting time for residents, but also provide social services at 
key locations. This major infrastructure project will also introduce 
flood control and pollution reduction measures.

The jury applauds the bold vision of the project, particularly 
its aim to rehabilitate a historic city network, which – though 
crucial for the definition of the urban fabric – was unfortunately 
compromised due to both formal and informal growth over 
time. Furthermore, the idea to combine technical exigencies 
with social needs is an excellent feature of the planning pro-
posal, one that reclaims infrastructure as residing in the public 
domain and being truly important matter of concern for society 
at large.
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Image 1: Master plan phase 1: Two first jigsaws superimposed the water transit 
route that will be started.

Image 2: Synthesis photo: The project will not only create the water transit 
network and also the transfer station but also urban and community space.
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Image 3: Connectivities. Image 4: New Bangkok Mass Transit map.

Image 5: Master plan and phasing. Image 6: Architecture manual 1. 

Image 7: Architecture manual 2. Image 8: Architecture manual 3.

Image 9: Transfer station from Bang Sue Canal to BTS station 
Saphan Kwai.

Image 10: Community pier at Bang Sue Canal.

More at www.holcimawards.org/projects/resurrected-canals 


