
Go
ld 

20
11 E

uro
pe

Comment of the Holcim Awards jury Europe

Project data

Further author(s) 

Name
Profession
Organization
City, country

Main author

Gold Award Europe

Urban renewal and swimming-pool precinct, Berlin, Germany

Landscape, urban design and infrastructure projects
Kunst und Technik e.V. 
supported by Senatsverwaltung Berlin
Public commission
 
January 2018

Tim Edler
Architect
realities united
Berlin, Germany

Project group
Client 
 
Project background 
Estimated start of 
construction

1. Jan Edler, Architect, realities united, Berlin, Germany; 2. Denise Dih, Architect, DODK, Berlin, Germany

The Flussbad project is located in the very center of Berlin. 
The practical scope of the project is to transform with lim-
ited means an unused river arm into a natural 745m “swim-
ming pool” and to provide water of according quality by 
treating river water in a natural reed bed filter. 

Interventions are restricted to the creation of the necessary 
provisions to make the river accessible and to ensure the 
appropriate quality of the river water. The first aspect is 
dealt with by converting parts of the Lustgarten quay wall 
into a generous stair providing access to the swimming pool 
and offering a place to sit, hang out and watch. Functional 
locker- and changing rooms etc. are integrated unobtru-
sively into the terrain. A continuous gangplank lines the 
entire stretch of the river section for safety. The pool will be 
fed and constantly perfused by river water purified in a suc-
cession of reed bed filters and a sand bed filters located in 
the upper section of the river arm. A barrage at the lower 
end prevents the backflow of unfiltered water into the 
swimming pool. The continuous underwater stormwater 
pipe will contain and channel off any overflow from six 
emergency outlets of the city’s sewage system. (“Planet”) 

Practical effect 
After 120 years of “unemployment”, the project reactivates 
a currently under-valued urban resource. (“Prosperity”) 
Flussbad will add to the sparse provision of sports and rec-
reation spaces for the central districts of Berlin caused by 
an increase of population (up to 75%) and a parallel loss of 
vacant spaces since the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989. In ad-
dition, this project will both supply a vital impulse to the 
historic center and will return to the contemporary popula-
tion ie. some “authentic life” to Berlin’s museum island. It 
will diminish the mental and practical division between 
“everyday” Berlin and the official ie. touristic/governmental 
Berlin. (“Proficiency”)

Symbolic effect 
Beyond its practical implications, the project is highly sym-
bolic. Not so much because it stands in contrast to the past 
20 years of urban development policy in Berlin – but as a 
most fundamental challenge by creating a new interpreta-
tion of the river’s potential. The conversion of the city’s most 
central river section into a resource for recreation and for 
public urban life radically questions the “ownership” of the 
river and its status quo solely as a means of transportation 
and effluent disposal. The project signals the chances (and 
the need) for an open-minded and radical reassessment of 
the river being one of the important natural resources of 
Berlin. (“People”)

Creating the possibility to swim in the river will raise the 
appetite for more (“Progress”) and an awareness of the 
body of water and its ecosystem. This will promote much 
needed change through Flussbad, Berlin, Germany.

Innovation and transferability – Progress
Transferability is a central aspect of the project. This is less 
for the elements of conversion (stairs, reed bed, etc.), but 
for the approach: the reassessment of rivers (or other re-
sources) from a cultural, ecological and a broadened eco-
nomic perspective. In many modern cities the idea to use 
(their) river as a resource for a richer, healthier and more 
sustainable urban life will be more competitive than the 
status quo deployment of rivers as a means for transporta-
tion of goods and waste. 

Ethical standards and social equity – People
This project is about ownership and control of the river. It 
shows the potential (and need) for an open-minded reas-
sessment of the river being one of Berlin’s outstanding 
natural resources. By converting the central part of the river 
into a resource for recreation, for a public urban space - and 
for everyone - it radically questions the status quo. Today 
the river is used for transportation and effluent disposal 
and by law any alternative kind of appropriation is hindered 
or suppressed.

Environmental quality and resource efficiency – Planet
Two valuable resources are at the focus of this project: water 
and urban space. Water: although 6% of Berlin’s area is covered 
by water, the city has a significantly increasing negative 
water balance. Berlin’s city center has an outmoded sewage 
system that is the sole source of pollution for the otherwise 
healthy river Spree. Several times a year during heavy rains 
the mixed sewage system spills over into the river and 
wipes out most of the biological life. The new usage of the 
river for swimming and other recreational activities will 
significantly grow the currently lacking public awareness 
for this issue and will help to bring about the needed infra-
structural and administrative change. Urban space: Out of 
a former biological and functional “wasteland” Flussbad 
creates with little means a generous and robust recreational 
facility, valuable public space plus a 1.8 ha reed bed natural 
reserve.

Economic performance and compatibility – Prosperity
Over centuries the river has been a fundamental driving 
yet variable aspect of the development of Berlin. Our section 
of the river became altogether functionless in 1894. Here 
the Flussbad will generate an economic effect by increasing 
the quality of life in the inner city quarters. Secondly the 
bold show of mundane vitality next to the museum island 
will become a new icon of Berlin - important for a city that 
economically is based increasingly on the exploitation of 
its peculiar character.

Contextual and aesthetic impact – Proficiency 
Flussbad is located at the very center of historic Berlin next 
to the ancient villages of Berlin and Cölln and the castle in 
later times. In the past 120 years this area has lost domestic 
use in exchange for public functions, many of them related 
to national government and high culture museums. The 
Flussbad project through also welcoming roughly 1 million 
exhausted tourists after their tours aims to widen the us-
ability of the existing urban space and generate a renais-
sance of the city center as a place of importance for the 
“real” domestic Berlin. The mundane recreational place, 
providing a badly-needed recreational facility in this part 
of the city, will mix in a relaxed way the domestic, the tour-
istic and the iconic Berlin.

The jury commended this project due to its direct and very strong impact on the quality of urban life in an area of Berlin which 
has been previously overlooked. The project questions the ownership of the river itself that is currently used exclusively for shipping 
and drainage purposes but not for public activities. The idea of providing a public facility is convincing, feasible and easily 
transferable. It is complemented with an ecological concept that supplies unpolluted water and with a simple design that adapts 
respectfully to the historic context of the adjacent buildings. It is an excellent example of what could be achieved within 
challenging inner city areas that possess a rich tradition and cultural heritage where the local public has been overlooked.

Project description by author Relevance to target issues by author

Panorama Flussbad - right side.

River schemes.

Space and people density.

Location in Berlin’s Center.

Changing river use.

Details water treatment and pool.

Panorama Flussbad - left side.
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1. Jan Edler, Architect, realities united, Berlin, Germany; 2. Denise Dih, Architect, DODK, Berlin, Germany

The Flussbad project is located in the very center of Berlin. 
The practical scope of the project is to transform with lim-
ited means an unused river arm into a natural 745m “swim-
ming pool” and to provide water of according quality by 
treating river water in a natural reed bed filter. 

Interventions are restricted to the creation of the necessary 
provisions to make the river accessible and to ensure the 
appropriate quality of the river water. The first aspect is 
dealt with by converting parts of the Lustgarten quay wall 
into a generous stair providing access to the swimming pool 
and offering a place to sit, hang out and watch. Functional 
locker- and changing rooms etc. are integrated unobtru-
sively into the terrain. A continuous gangplank lines the 
entire stretch of the river section for safety. The pool will be 
fed and constantly perfused by river water purified in a suc-
cession of reed bed filters and a sand bed filters located in 
the upper section of the river arm. A barrage at the lower 
end prevents the backflow of unfiltered water into the 
swimming pool. The continuous underwater stormwater 
pipe will contain and channel off any overflow from six 
emergency outlets of the city’s sewage system. (“Planet”) 

Practical effect 
After 120 years of “unemployment”, the project reactivates 
a currently under-valued urban resource. (“Prosperity”) 
Flussbad will add to the sparse provision of sports and rec-
reation spaces for the central districts of Berlin caused by 
an increase of population (up to 75%) and a parallel loss of 
vacant spaces since the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989. In ad-
dition, this project will both supply a vital impulse to the 
historic center and will return to the contemporary popula-
tion ie. some “authentic life” to Berlin’s museum island. It 
will diminish the mental and practical division between 
“everyday” Berlin and the official ie. touristic/governmental 
Berlin. (“Proficiency”)

Symbolic effect 
Beyond its practical implications, the project is highly sym-
bolic. Not so much because it stands in contrast to the past 
20 years of urban development policy in Berlin – but as a 
most fundamental challenge by creating a new interpreta-
tion of the river’s potential. The conversion of the city’s most 
central river section into a resource for recreation and for 
public urban life radically questions the “ownership” of the 
river and its status quo solely as a means of transportation 
and effluent disposal. The project signals the chances (and 
the need) for an open-minded and radical reassessment of 
the river being one of the important natural resources of 
Berlin. (“People”)

Creating the possibility to swim in the river will raise the 
appetite for more (“Progress”) and an awareness of the 
body of water and its ecosystem. This will promote much 
needed change through Flussbad, Berlin, Germany.

Innovation and transferability – Progress
Transferability is a central aspect of the project. This is less 
for the elements of conversion (stairs, reed bed, etc.), but 
for the approach: the reassessment of rivers (or other re-
sources) from a cultural, ecological and a broadened eco-
nomic perspective. In many modern cities the idea to use 
(their) river as a resource for a richer, healthier and more 
sustainable urban life will be more competitive than the 
status quo deployment of rivers as a means for transporta-
tion of goods and waste. 

Ethical standards and social equity – People
This project is about ownership and control of the river. It 
shows the potential (and need) for an open-minded reas-
sessment of the river being one of Berlin’s outstanding 
natural resources. By converting the central part of the river 
into a resource for recreation, for a public urban space - and 
for everyone - it radically questions the status quo. Today 
the river is used for transportation and effluent disposal 
and by law any alternative kind of appropriation is hindered 
or suppressed.

Environmental quality and resource efficiency – Planet
Two valuable resources are at the focus of this project: water 
and urban space. Water: although 6% of Berlin’s area is covered 
by water, the city has a significantly increasing negative 
water balance. Berlin’s city center has an outmoded sewage 
system that is the sole source of pollution for the otherwise 
healthy river Spree. Several times a year during heavy rains 
the mixed sewage system spills over into the river and 
wipes out most of the biological life. The new usage of the 
river for swimming and other recreational activities will 
significantly grow the currently lacking public awareness 
for this issue and will help to bring about the needed infra-
structural and administrative change. Urban space: Out of 
a former biological and functional “wasteland” Flussbad 
creates with little means a generous and robust recreational 
facility, valuable public space plus a 1.8 ha reed bed natural 
reserve.

Economic performance and compatibility – Prosperity
Over centuries the river has been a fundamental driving 
yet variable aspect of the development of Berlin. Our section 
of the river became altogether functionless in 1894. Here 
the Flussbad will generate an economic effect by increasing 
the quality of life in the inner city quarters. Secondly the 
bold show of mundane vitality next to the museum island 
will become a new icon of Berlin - important for a city that 
economically is based increasingly on the exploitation of 
its peculiar character.

Contextual and aesthetic impact – Proficiency 
Flussbad is located at the very center of historic Berlin next 
to the ancient villages of Berlin and Cölln and the castle in 
later times. In the past 120 years this area has lost domestic 
use in exchange for public functions, many of them related 
to national government and high culture museums. The 
Flussbad project through also welcoming roughly 1 million 
exhausted tourists after their tours aims to widen the us-
ability of the existing urban space and generate a renais-
sance of the city center as a place of importance for the 
“real” domestic Berlin. The mundane recreational place, 
providing a badly-needed recreational facility in this part 
of the city, will mix in a relaxed way the domestic, the tour-
istic and the iconic Berlin.

The jury commended this project due to its direct and very strong impact on the quality of urban life in an area of Berlin which 
has been previously overlooked. The project questions the ownership of the river itself that is currently used exclusively for shipping 
and drainage purposes but not for public activities. The idea of providing a public facility is convincing, feasible and easily 
transferable. It is complemented with an ecological concept that supplies unpolluted water and with a simple design that adapts 
respectfully to the historic context of the adjacent buildings. It is an excellent example of what could be achieved within 
challenging inner city areas that possess a rich tradition and cultural heritage where the local public has been overlooked.

Project description by author Relevance to target issues by author

Panorama Flussbad - right side.

River schemes.

Space and people density.

Location in Berlin’s Center.

Changing river use.

Details water treatment and pool.

Panorama Flussbad - left side.
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Al-Firdaus, Tiga Serangkai Education Network   
Private investment

December 2011

Dian Ariffi anto Budi Susilo 
Architect
deesignhandmade
Surakarta, Indonesia

Not applicable

The jury commended this project because of its visionary rethinking of merging density with simplicity. This balancing act is not 
only well-resolved on a structural level but also on a contextual level. Urbanity, meaning its positive intellectual attributes, is 
transferred to the countryside and merged with the rural “genius loci” (inherent spirit of place). Well-composed spacing under-
lines this idea. The selection of materials including concrete, bamboo and reclaimed wood; and well-elaborated design of the 
buildings go hand in hand with the school’s pedagogic framework. The essences of its integral elements make this project 
exemplary.

The project is inspired by combining the functions of an edu-
cation facility, agricultural area, and local barn. This combi-
nation creates a unique and children-friendly education 
system for Sukoharjo-Surakarta. The socially-integrated 
school creates an opportunity to both educate the children, 
and develop their awareness and enthusiasm for the care 
of the Earth, for the future of humanity, and engagement 
within sustainable living. 
The project connects religious spirit and the local social 
culture to enable new networking between farming, edu-
cation, social institutions, and economic development for 
better living standards in Baki Sukoharjo, Surakarta by em-
powering local people. 
The concept also embeds the ambition to transfer knowledge 
from one node to another, starting with the construction of 
buildings and extending to the holistic education system of 
Sekolah Alam Al-Firdaus. The focus on the natural environ-
ment and its incorporation into the teaching program of the 
school provides multifarious opportunities for learning and 
awareness-building for sustainable communities. 

Innovation and transferability – Progress
Sekolah Alam Al-Firdaus acts as a catalyst for creating better 
lives in the local community, and by extension contributes 
on the larger scale. The children and broader community 
are taught sustainable and healthy farming practices, and 
the importance of the natural environment. The school will 
teach and adhere to sharia economics and gotong royong 
which are the values of the local people. In terms of archi-
tectural progress, the level of technology refl ects locally-
available materials and skills. Bricks are constructed on-site 
to save logistics costs. Furthermore, each design detail con-
siders ease of care, low maintenance, and low energy. The 
building footprint is less than 5% of the site area, and water 
use is minimized to allow up to 85% of available water to be 
allocated to agricultural use. 
Ethical standards and social equity – People
The school is built on land allocated for education and adja-
cent to a secondary school. By minimizing the building’s 
footprint, a greater proportion of land is available for rice 
farming, enabling local farmers to continue working. The 
school houses a temporary market which aims to stimu-
late the economy of the region by selling local produce and 
teaching agricultural management so that local farm pro-
duction can be sustained. Sekolah Alam Al-Firdaus provided 
an education where the fulfi llment of the rights of children 
is central, and therefore contributes to building greater 
community engagement on social equity and creates socially-
aware leaders of tomorrow. 
Environmental quality and resource effi ciency – Planet
The approach maintains the agricultural function of the 
site and provides the children with an opportunity to learn 
from crop growing, and the supply of food. Crop produc-
tion through intensive technology such as hydroponics and 
organic farming increases the sustainability of the approach. 
The use of local materials made by local people reduces the 
environmental impact of the building materials. 
Economic performance and compatibility – Prosperity
Sharia economics operate on the basis of the principle of 
mutual benefi t and the balanced use of resources. The edu-
cation programs build a level of community engagement 
that builds a region that is ready to face the future. The 
project shall be built in phases from the capital provided 
the foundation of Al-Firdaus and developed independently 
by local principals. 
Contextual and aesthetic impact – Profi ciency 
In the agricultural context, the design concepts also lead to 
sustainable farming. The project suggests through its struc-
ture, a system of life that envisages a synergy between 
man, nature and God. The structure incorporates facilities to 
accommodate users and the broader community. The façade 
and skin respond to the environment and create a fun atmo-
sphere for learning.

Project description by author Relevance to target issues by author

Plan, elevation, and existing site.

Sections.

Aerial view.

Snapshot.

Exploded layer and materials.

Sections.

Unit module.

Transferability for all. Rice fi eld as part of SAA.

The site location between the rice fi elds has enormous potential to become a nature-school that is a place of learning for children. 
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Al-Firdaus, Tiga Serangkai Education Network   
Private investment

December 2011

Dian Ariffi anto Budi Susilo 
Architect
deesignhandmade
Surakarta, Indonesia

Not applicable

The jury commended this project because of its visionary rethinking of merging density with simplicity. This balancing act is not 
only well-resolved on a structural level but also on a contextual level. Urbanity, meaning its positive intellectual attributes, is 
transferred to the countryside and merged with the rural “genius loci” (inherent spirit of place). Well-composed spacing under-
lines this idea. The selection of materials including concrete, bamboo and reclaimed wood; and well-elaborated design of the 
buildings go hand in hand with the school’s pedagogic framework. The essences of its integral elements make this project 
exemplary.

The project is inspired by combining the functions of an edu-
cation facility, agricultural area, and local barn. This combi-
nation creates a unique and children-friendly education 
system for Sukoharjo-Surakarta. The socially-integrated 
school creates an opportunity to both educate the children, 
and develop their awareness and enthusiasm for the care 
of the Earth, for the future of humanity, and engagement 
within sustainable living. 
The project connects religious spirit and the local social 
culture to enable new networking between farming, edu-
cation, social institutions, and economic development for 
better living standards in Baki Sukoharjo, Surakarta by em-
powering local people. 
The concept also embeds the ambition to transfer knowledge 
from one node to another, starting with the construction of 
buildings and extending to the holistic education system of 
Sekolah Alam Al-Firdaus. The focus on the natural environ-
ment and its incorporation into the teaching program of the 
school provides multifarious opportunities for learning and 
awareness-building for sustainable communities. 

Innovation and transferability – Progress
Sekolah Alam Al-Firdaus acts as a catalyst for creating better 
lives in the local community, and by extension contributes 
on the larger scale. The children and broader community 
are taught sustainable and healthy farming practices, and 
the importance of the natural environment. The school will 
teach and adhere to sharia economics and gotong royong 
which are the values of the local people. In terms of archi-
tectural progress, the level of technology refl ects locally-
available materials and skills. Bricks are constructed on-site 
to save logistics costs. Furthermore, each design detail con-
siders ease of care, low maintenance, and low energy. The 
building footprint is less than 5% of the site area, and water 
use is minimized to allow up to 85% of available water to be 
allocated to agricultural use. 
Ethical standards and social equity – People
The school is built on land allocated for education and adja-
cent to a secondary school. By minimizing the building’s 
footprint, a greater proportion of land is available for rice 
farming, enabling local farmers to continue working. The 
school houses a temporary market which aims to stimu-
late the economy of the region by selling local produce and 
teaching agricultural management so that local farm pro-
duction can be sustained. Sekolah Alam Al-Firdaus provided 
an education where the fulfi llment of the rights of children 
is central, and therefore contributes to building greater 
community engagement on social equity and creates socially-
aware leaders of tomorrow. 
Environmental quality and resource effi ciency – Planet
The approach maintains the agricultural function of the 
site and provides the children with an opportunity to learn 
from crop growing, and the supply of food. Crop produc-
tion through intensive technology such as hydroponics and 
organic farming increases the sustainability of the approach. 
The use of local materials made by local people reduces the 
environmental impact of the building materials. 
Economic performance and compatibility – Prosperity
Sharia economics operate on the basis of the principle of 
mutual benefi t and the balanced use of resources. The edu-
cation programs build a level of community engagement 
that builds a region that is ready to face the future. The 
project shall be built in phases from the capital provided 
the foundation of Al-Firdaus and developed independently 
by local principals. 
Contextual and aesthetic impact – Profi ciency 
In the agricultural context, the design concepts also lead to 
sustainable farming. The project suggests through its struc-
ture, a system of life that envisages a synergy between 
man, nature and God. The structure incorporates facilities to 
accommodate users and the broader community. The façade 
and skin respond to the environment and create a fun atmo-
sphere for learning.

Project description by author Relevance to target issues by author

Plan, elevation, and existing site.

Sections.

Aerial view.

Snapshot.

Exploded layer and materials.

Sections.

Unit module.

Transferability for all. Rice fi eld as part of SAA.

The site location between the rice fi elds has enormous potential to become a nature-school that is a place of learning for children. 
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