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Plaza Mediateca
Library and media center, San José, Costa Rica

The media library for the people of the Rincon Grande neigh-
borhood in San José, Costa Rica is designed as a modular 
raised platform resting on steel pillars covered by a ventilated 
roof. The orientation of the project takes advantage of natural 
light and movable façade panels regulate the internal breeze 
circulation, avoiding the installation of mechanical air condi-
tioning. With a minimal environmental impact, this proposal 
offers a low cost, integrated and multifunctional solution, 
based on the commercial building system of the town, using 
local materials and workforce. Architecture is used as a tool to 
build social space, strengthen community identity and en-
hance the social life of the community across different ages, 
interests, classes and cultures. 

Appraisal by the jury
The significance of the project, according to jury, lies in its ob-
jective to reduce social inequality by furthering resilient 
forms of education in marginalized communities. The pro-
posed design explores the role of architecture to achieve this 
aim through the construction of a library for both books and 
new media in neglected neighborhoods – turning “non-plac-
es” into truly habitable and secure “places” for people. The 
structure – a platform on stilts – hovers over a square, accen-
tuating the representative significance of the building as a 
public good belonging to all.

–
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Client Universidad Latina
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Fabricio Andrés Mora Cruz, María Emilia Sánchez Cerdas,  
students, Universidad Latina (Heredia), San José, Costa Rica 
and Adrián Guillermo Castro Rivera, student, Universidad  
Hispanoamericana, San José, Costa Rica

Image 1: The Media Library Rincón Grande aims to promote the process of 
learning, knowledge, and social interaction (as a means to reduce inequality) 
of the community, using architecture as a tool to build social space, strengthen 
community identity and cohesion.

Image 2: The modular design of the infrastructure (roofing, cladding, structure) 
provides a sense of harmony with the urban context, respecting the scale of 
the immediate environment. Its north and south façades take full advantage 
of the quality of natural light to perform the activities for which the building 
is intended. Inside, the spaces are visually connected to the outside environ-
ment. Its purpose is for students to use the space as inspiration to learn with 
enthusiasm.
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Image 3: Urban context. Image 4: Site. 

Image 5: Site plan. Image 6: Plan. 

Image 7: Sections. Image 8: Passive strategy.

Image 9: Construction process. Image 10: Sustainable strategies.

More at www.holcimawards.org/projects/plaza-mediateca 


