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The jury was fascinated by the visionary strength of the project, pointing to a fundamental issue of today’s metropolis, based 
on a sound study of Mexico City’s history and current demands, calling for strategic debates. Beyond the theoretical approach, 
practical proposals are elaborated, how the spaces currently used for roads could be redesigned into green corridors.

Population centers, cities, and metropolitan areas are expe-
riencing expansion at rates never seen before in history and 
it has contributed to increasing rates of environmental de-
gradation in ecosystems worldwide. It is our belief that so-
ciety must fundamentally change its relationship with the 
environment; instead of contaminating our living systems, 
we can regenerate them into a new self-renewing pattern. 
The Regenerating La Piedad River proposal to regenerate 
the Anáhuac Basin, name of the watershed of Mexico City, 
stems from analysis to ensure our fundamental under-
standing of place and identify possible related projects. By 
understanding the place, its essence and vocation, we can 
better identify how we, as inhabitants can become part of 
the region’s natural cycles and anticipate its evolution. 
Through an integrated design process, we will pilot a sys-
temic recovery of Rio La Piedad to emulate place vocation 
as it existed years ago, when it served as a main biological 
and social axis. Today its vocation has changed: the rivers 
are contained in pipelines and mixed with sewage water 
and buried under newly-constructed highways: the Viaducto 
Miguel Aleman above La Piedad River and the Circuito Inte-
rior built above the Consulado and Churubusco Rivers. The 
cars turned out to be more important than pedestrians, bi-
cyclists, parks, rivers, community; they are gaining more and 
more place each day, transforming the main roads into per-
manent and pollutant traffi c jams, boundaries between 
neighborhoods and people. Can we change the pattern? The 
boundaries of our proposed project include the Rio La Piedad 
when it comes into contact with urban areas through west-
ern Mexico City to the river’s end on the eastern edge of 
the city, in Lake Texcoco: 13km. The project includes a linear 
park along the river that hosts various activities and pro-
grams that complement vocations along the Viaducto. 
Currently, the Rio La Piedad channel collects approximately 
80% of annual rainwater and 20% of water drainage from 
nearby urban areas. The proposed project includes a com-
prehensive water management system that accommo-
dates various stages of water use and shapes perceptions 
of our relationship with water, making the city a model of 
impact and an environmental partner to the natural streams. 
Renewing the biological environment and ecosystem func-
tions are also key aspects of the rehabilitation project. Our 
goal is to regenerate ecosystem conditions for native spe-
cies to thrive, to restore biodiversity. The river’s corridor will 
feature multiple uses such as orchards, meditation gardens, 
as well as recreation, education, production, and forum spaces. 
Outdoor spaces will also be available for skateboarding, 
biking, and cultural activities to integrate residential com-
munities along the corridor. The updated Viaducto would 
prioritize public mobility, increasing its use as a connectivity 
hub and axis. Each side of the river will include two private 
driving lanes, one massive public transportation lane, one 
dual-direction bike lane, and a pedestrian walkway that ac-
commodates different activities. 
Following the regeneration of Rio La Piedad, we propose 
similar projects for three other urban rivers that bisect the 
city’s center from west to east, Rio Los Remedios, Rio Con-
sulado, and Rio Churubusco. We would develop the fi rst 
ring surrounding the city center. Instead of contaminated 
tube rivers, the city center would be surrounded by rivers, 
parks, mobility options, public spaces, meeting and recreation 
areas, and tourist routes. Regenerating the basin’s living 
systems points the community toward discovering its life 
source, which is water; like the veins in our bodies.

Innovation and transferability – Progress
The regeneration of Rio La Piedad is based on a new rela-
tionship between cities and nature, a more profound un-
derstanding of place and our participation therein, co-cre-
ating urban projects that contribute to the systems in a city: 
natural, human, built, social and fi nancial. The project is 
framed around regenerating living systems and an integral 
mobility strategy for Mexico City and its watershed, the 
Anahuác Basin. It is an ecosystem that has been mistreated, 
misunderstood and lost its main mobility system around 
water. This has created a city that is out of balance with its 
natural resources. La Piedad is one of our 45 rivers, all of 
them are used as sewers and around twelve are tubed under 
highways. La Piedad is also a main artery connecting east 
to west, and due to its central location is ideal for the pilot 
project of regenerating all our rivers. This sets a model for 
other metropolitan areas that have forgotten their rivers 
and can promote healthier cities.
Ethical standards and social equity – People
Due to unhealthy conditions we tubed our dirty rivers and 
the city lost its memory of them; those spaces have been 
replaced with highways. Public spaces were transformed 
into automobile spaces, which now suffer a big traffi c prob-
lem. 20% of the population occupies 80% of the street 
space by using their cars, leaving only 20% for sidewalks, 
public transportation and bicycle lanes. Four out of fi ve citi-
zens have to share one fi fth of the street space. Viaducto 
Miguel Alemán is an example of social segregation because 
it can only be used by driving citizens. The Regenerated Rio 
La Piedad presents an opportunity to create public spaces 
that emphasize public mobility and improve the quality of 
life of the local community. Bringing clean water to a poorer 
eastern part of this megalopolis, and a public transportation 
system overlooking the river.
Environmental quality and resource effi ciency – Planet
After the dismantling of Viaducto, most of the materials 
will be reused for the reconstruction of the river parks. A 
separate drainage and treatment system gives a city its river 
back. Then the city will participate in its water cycle conscious-
ly, recover its original habitat and regain the native biologi-
cal diversity. After reducing space for private cars, mass transit 
improves the carbon footprint.
Economic performance and compatibility – Prosperity
The average building next to the Viaducto is two stories 
high. In order to ensure economic maintenance the neigh-
borhoods need to be densifi ed. All the potential developers 
will buy additional stories. This money will become a fi nan-
cial source for the neighborhoods. This also will ensure the 
maintenance of the area. The implementation of a fi nancial 
trust fund will collect and manage the money from investors 
and it will be used for improving public space and trans-
portation.
Contextual and aesthetic impact – Profi ciency 
Bringing nature home is recreating our context. Rio La Pie-
dad must be designed to create a better condition of life 
for its inhabitants. A river can change the vision we have 
about our city. One of the biggest transformations will oc-
cur with community: now you will reconnect to a once lost 
relationship. Water is the thread that ties all the living sys-
tems. New life in the banks brings health and beauty back 
into our daily lives.
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Regenerating the Rio La Piedad.

Current situation.

Living components.

An ethical mobility strategy.

The essence of the place.

Coexisting with living systems.

Consequences of the project.

Replicability in the city. The veins of the city.

Context and story of the place systems.
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