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Image 1: Rooftop view and design process: Level, reuse, articulate, integrate and illuminate. The project established continuity using public space as the articulating 
piece and transitional axis between the city and the architectural object. The topography and the pre-existing elements are understood and transformed into 
landscape space that contains the program. Furthermore, local vegetation is used to improve environmental quality by creating bird-watching and wildlife trails.

Image 2: Outdoor auditorium: The architectural form adapts to the pre-existing elements to ensure minimal impact, and results in an affordable and sustainable 
building. The sustainable environmental design strategies tend to maximize passive solar design, natural lighting and ventilation, and food waste control, among 
others. Additionally, the corporate premises ensure operation of the water distribution network, as well as consideration of future projects that the promoter 
plans on site.

Image 3: Rooftop plan: Building merging with public space. Image 4: Water, light and the city landscape accentuate identity with place, 
and enhance an urban landmark.

Image 5: The project provides public space for leisure and vitality. Image 6: Public space and architecture articulated by an element that unifies 
positive and negative space.

Image 7: Ground floor plan: Potable water storage tanks transformed. Image 8: Flexible spaces and universal accessible urban design stimulate 
community activities.

Image 9: Water courtyard: Water as the key element that recovers the mem-
ory of place and corporate image.

Image 10: Building materials and recycling: Used for urban furniture and 
building construction.

Mario Fernando Camargo Gómez and Luis Orlando Tombé 
Hurtado, architects, Colectivo720, Cali, Colombia 

Project group Architecture, building  
 and civil engineering
Client Empresas Públicas de Medellín
Project background Public commission
Planned start October 2014

From a multidisciplinary vantage point, this project for a 
public park in Medellín, Colombia, centers on the creation 
of spaces around and above a series of water reservoirs. 
Tracing the site’s history, the architectural form takes its 
inspiration from the surrounding topography as well as 
from the structure of the existing tanks and pools, result-
ing in an intervention with minimal environmental im-
pact. Considering the infrastructural use of the site, spe-
cial attention is given to water management, which 
utilizes recycling technologies that involve rainwater and 
grey water harvesting through simple systems for the ir-
rigation of the park. In an interaction between nature and 
the urban landscape, the park seeks to improve the qual-
ity of life in the city.

Exploring uncharted terrain, the project is situated at the 
intersection of a range of disciplines pertaining to the 
definition of the built environment, ranging from landscape 
and urban design to architecture and infrastructure plan-
ning. The jury values the important steps undertaken by 
the design team to explore the interrelationship of fields 
of expertise that are normally treated as isolated domains. 
The submitted design, in this sense, embraces – in a refined 
and poetic manner – the multiple criteria set forth by the 
Holcim Foundation’s “target issues”. Aesthetic, social, eco-
nomic and environmental concerns are combined to form 
a sophisticated ensemble of public spaces, merging so-
cial imperatives with technical requirements to create a 
“socio-technical” landscape of magnificent beauty. 

Construction strategies: The construction technology was 
based on the use of available local materials and resources 
within a rationalized construction method, allowing active 
local knowledge with easy labor training programs, and pro-
moting community participation in low-risk construction 
activities. The materials favor efficient use of resources, 
applying alternative building materials for the structure, 
public space and overall furniture – such as recycled con-
crete, old tires, concrete pipes and plastic.

Waste management: A waste control program was de-
signed to facilitate and promote selective collection of 
glass, paper and cardboard to use in recycled arts and 
crafts projects, increasing environmental awareness 
within the community. Furthermore, green waste is man-
aged by composting and manual processing.

Water management: The project is conceived from the 
perspective of rational use of water resources, applying 
different methods for low water use. This water manage-
ment program utilizes recycling technologies that involve 
rainwater and grey water harvesting for gardening pur-
poses through simple treatment systems.

Lighting and energy efficiency: Visual comfort conditions 
were designed using natural light and the efficient use of 
energy. Understanding the relationship of the eye to nat-
ural light is critical to the perception and production of 
environmental quality. The energy demand of the project 
will be reduced by the use of non-conventional energy 
with an economically viable proposal that produces real 
benefits. The use of photovoltaic panels, skylights and 
surfaces that reflect light decreases the operating cost of 
the building in the medium and long term.

Thermal comfort and energy efficiency: Thermal comfort 
involves temperature, relative humidity and several fac-
tors such as local climatic conditions, cultural clothing 
and individual activities. The bioclimatic design strate-
gies intend to generate comfort zones within a range of 
18 to 25°C with a relative humidity of 20 to 80%. The proj-
ect was designed with permeable walls throughout the 
perimeter of the building that allow cross ventilation. The 
courtyards enable air exchange and the evacuation of hot 
air by convection. Finally, solar protection is provided by 
the green roof and eaves overhang, generating shadowed 
areas that improve indoor comfort conditions.
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