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Constant light, natural/LED.

The starting point for the project is an uncompromising reciclage of the existing 
industrial building, including foundations, bearing structure, outer skin, as much of 
the services installations and equipment as possible, and even parking space and 
accesses. This is combined with a far-reaching transformation of the interior.

Het project gaat uit van een compromisloze recyclage van het bestaande gebouw, 
inclusief funderingen, draagstructuur, buitenschil en zoveel mogelijk van de 

uitrusting en technische installaties, met zelfs de parkeerruimtes en toegangen. 
Dit allemaal in combinatie met een verregaande transformatie van het interieur.

RECYCLAGE VAN HET ONZICHTBARE RECYCLING THE INVISIBLE
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WATER HARVESTING
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Water harvesting in two 
steps: the roof provides clean 
water for all the toilets, the 
workshops, and the vehicle 
cleaning point. This adds to 
the water collected in the plot, 
which may contain some sand 
to filter, but is perfect to fill the 
street-cleaning truck tanks.

01. Water Harvesting on roof.

02. Water Harvesting on land.
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THERMAL ONION 

GREY ENERGY

BUBBLES

The thin and light white bubbles are already built at this moment. They are self-supporting GRG 
(gypsum with glass-mat reinforcement) shells, 7-8 millimetres thin, weighing only 7 kg/m2.

We turn the industrial interior into a luminous 
landscape of clouds; a sheltered public space within 

a controlled weather environment, where simple 
adaptable modular clusters may be arranged.

The openings among 
the GRG bubble-clouds 
are equipped with 
simple devices that 
transform all kinds of 
weather conditions into 
wonderful events. The 
strong winds of the 
outside are transformed 
into electricity that 
feeds a disc of LEDs, 
an artificial sun that 
will bring joy to, for 
instance, wedding days.

NEEDS CURRENT COST ROOF SURFACE INVESTMENT PAYBACK TIME

uses m³/day City-water €/year Item €

Indoors Workshops 0,75 2.500 m2 basin 65m³ € 12.243,00

Toilets 2,10 filters and pipe work € 2.600,00

Vegetation 0,25 pump installation € 1.500,00

maintenance €180 x 4,5%/year

TOTALS 220 days 3,10 4,8 €/m³ 3.273,60 €/year € 17.372,04  5 years

NEEDS ROOF SURFACE INVESTMENT PAYBACK TIME

uses m³/day City-water €/year Item €

Outdoors 0,5 3.500 m2 tank € 4.656,00

Street cleaning 1,5 filters and pipe work € 2.156,39

pump installation € 732,00

maintenance €180 x 4,5%/year

THERMAL ONION Energy loss grows 
exponentially with temperature difference. 
It is much more efficient to have several layers 
of climate control, than to attempt to heat or 
cool the whole building homogeneously up to 
the door.

It is also more comfortable when you enter a 
building, to find that the temperature in the hall area 
is only a little different to the outside, so that you do 
not have to take your coat off immediately, reaching 
comfort temperature gradually as you reach the 
inner areas. This is particularly true for a public 
building, where thermal layers may correspond to 
access controls.


